










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































324 DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

There are fifteen other such areas throughout the United States, all 
competing for the tourist business, and the Northern Great Lakes Area 
council can do a great deal toward attracting a greater share of this business 
into this area. 

Air travel will develop a new era in Minnesota. 

It will not interfere in any way with the efforts of any of the four units, 
but by cooperating as an area it can accomplish a great deal more toward 
advertising this part of the country on a nationwide scale than any one unit 
can do individually. 

The travel and recreation business is the ONLY remaining great Minne
sota resource which still remains under-exploited, but partially developed 
and whose true greatness lies in the future. 

It holds the greatest hope of restoring the state's sagging per capita 
wealth which 40 years ago stood 32 per cent above the national average, 
skidded to the national average in 1924, and by 1932 had plunged to 18 per 
cent BELOW the national average, where it remains. 

Recommendations 

To accomplish this objective, which obviously would promptly elevate 
the standard of living of all our people, requires the intelligent re-investment 

--
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of but a fraction of one per cent of the revenue already being derived from 
the industry. 

An appropriation of $150,000 a year for the coming biennium would 
amount to less than one-tenth of the increase in gasoline taxes paid by 
tourists during three summer months. It would amount to less than half the 
sum non-resident visitors pay for Minnesota fishing licenses each summer. 

And yet it would still be less than othsr comparable states have been 
receiving each year for a long time, though it would give the Minnesota 
Tourist Bureau much' needed funds for additional personnel, literature, 
supplies, advertising and publicity to enable the state to meet competition 
for the tourist business. 

The Datles of the St. Croix are particularly popular with 
Twin City residents. 

In the past the Tourist Bureau and the industry have been aided im
mensely by the newspapers, magazines and radio stations of this and other 
states which have been generous in their contributions of free time and space. 

It is anticipated that this aid will be continued by these agencies but 
the volume of this most desirable form of publicity can be stepped up in 
proportion to the Bureau's financial ability to maintain the flow of fresh, 
timely and readable material, and especially news photographs which are 
in constant demand. 
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The Bureau possesses several thousand Minnesota scenic photographs, 
and negatives, of which the better ones have been published up to a dozen 
times by various newspapers and magazines in the past several years. 

These views are now largely obsolete due to changes in styles such as 
bathing suits and even men's clothing, which "date" the pictures back into 
the 30's. They must be replaced with modern action photos. 

There also is a marked new demand for kodachrome views of Minnesota; 
and people for reproduction in full colors by Sunday newspapers. and maga: 
zines, at no expense to the state except the lending of the ~ega,tives. 

In order to take advantage of these and other opportpnities to promote 
the best interests of the State of Minnesota, an appropriation of not less 
than $150,000 a year is urgently requested. 






